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1. The Bible :: What It Is

Meet the Bible

Itis impossible to understand Christians and the
Biblical faith without making a study of the Bible. We
are very glad that you are willing to join us in this study
with an open mind. You will certainly not regret it!

Please obtain a copy of the Bible in any language that
you understand well. The Bible has been translated into
more languages than any other book ever written. In
our discussion we will quote from the New
International Version (NIV). This is one of several
trustworthy translations into modem English. If you
understand classical Hebrew and Hellenistic Greek,
you could, of course, study the Bible in the languages
inwhich it was originally written. A very good
translation into Arabic was published in 1981, and is
available at any branch of the Bible Society.

If you do not know where to obtain a Bible, you may
email to Biblecor <bmedia@cis.coza> for advice.

The Bibleis a Library

Open your Bible at the “*Contents’ page right at the
beginning, Please note that the Bible is divided into two
main parts: the Old Testament and the New
Testament.

You will see that each Testament consists of a number
of separate books. The Old Testament has 39 books,
and the New Testament 27. The Bible is not a single
book. Itis alibrary of 66 different books, found in one
cover!

Refer to the ™ Contents" page if you wish to look up a
Scripture reference. You will also find the number of
the page on which each book begins. Since the pages
are again numbered from 1 onwards in the New
Testament, you should remember to note whether your
Scripture reference comes from the Old Testament or
the New Testament.

Each book in the Bible is divided into chapters. Each
chapter is subdivided into verses. When you read of 1
Sam. 3:4-14, it means the first book of Samuel,
Chapter 3, from verse 4 to verse 14. (We shall avoid
making use of abbreviations in this study guide.)

The different books of the Bible are grouped together
according to the contents. The following sketch will
help you to understand:
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The Books of the Old Testament

The Old Testament is a collective name for all Biblical
revelation which was given to man before the time of
Jesus. It could also be called the Old Covenant, foritis
named after the covenant which God made with
Abraham and his descendants. It was renewed with
Moses and the people of Israel, the people God chose
to serve Him as an example to all people to lead them
to God.

Jesus introduced the New Covenant, which calls on all
people to serve the living God. The Bible has a
message which is ageless and for all believers.

The books of the Old Testament are grouped together
as follows:

1. The “Books of Moses' (Taurat), also called
the Torah (=law) in Hebrew, or the Pentateuch (= five
books) in Greek:

Genesis (= beginning). In it we leam of the
creation of the world and all in it, and the life
stories of Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac,
Ishmael, Jacob and his twelve sons.

Exodus (=meove out) describes how God
rescued the Israelites from Egypt under
Moses, the miraculous journey through the
Red Sea and the giving of the Ten
Commandments at Mount Sinai.

Leviticus contains God's order for the
priesthood in Israel, the Levites, and the
order for worship and the offering of
sacrifices together with a number of moral
laws. It also contains the call to atonement
and holiness.

Numbers gets its name from a census
taken at the beginning of the book. It
records the journey from Sinai towards the
Promised Land, but also the weakness of
the people of Israel and their disobedience
to God.

Deuteronomy (= second law) repeats the
law and gives divine instructions for the
keeping of the law, as well as prophetic
promises of blessings (for obedience), and
curses (for disobedience). It calls the
believer to love and obey God in answer to
God's love and faithfulness.

2. The Historical Books of Israel cover a
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period from the death of Moses to about 500 BC (1000

years).

Joshua tells the story of the eventual
occupation of Palestine after the death of
Moses.

Judges were ruling Israel for400 years in
times of much trouble due to disobedience.

Ruth tells the story of a woman who had
tumed to God from heathenism during the
time of the judges.

1and 2 Samuel record the history of King
Saul (Tak) and King David (Daud).

1 and 2 Kings continue with the history of
King Solomon (Suleiman) and his
successors until the destruction of
Jerusalem by the Babylonians (597 BC).

1and 2 Chronidles provide a parallel
report of the period of Samuel and Kings.

Ezra and Nehemiah report about the
return of some Jews to Israel after the
Babylonian exile, and the rebuilding of the
temple and the wall of Jerusalem.

Esther pictures the trials of a Jewish girl
who became queen in the Persian empire
(Iran). It also tells how God provided
salvation for His people.

3. 3. The Poetic
Books were originally written in the
poetic style of their time.

Job (Ayyub) deals with the problem of
suffering, and recounts the experiences of
the prophet after whom the book is named.

Psalms (Zabur) are prayers and songs of

praise, chiefly composed by the prophet
David (Daud), also king of Israel.

Proverbs gives practical instruction in
righteousness.

Ecdesiastes shows the foolishness of man's
ownideas in the light of God.

Song of Songs is a collection of love songs.
Lamentations deals with the terrible
suffering in Jerusalem in the time of its
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destruction by the Babylonians.

4. The Prophets spoke to people on behalf of
God. They give direction, waming and judgement.
They also foretell the immediate and distant future.

The “Major" Prophets:

Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel.

the 12" Minor" Prophets,

so called, not because their message is of
minor importance, but because their
writings are much shorter that those of the
Major Prophets.

The 39 books of the Old Testament were written by at
least 72 writers, during the period approximately

The Books of the New Testament

The second main section of the Bible was written
within a period of roughly 60 years (40-96 AD). It
deals mainly with the life of Jesus (Nabi Isa) and his
teaching, as well as the growth of the earty Christian
church. Itbegins with the Gospel (Injil) as recorded by
four different writers. The word Gospel means ~“Good
News'".

1. The Historical Books consist of the four
Gospels and the book of Acts,

Matthew was an apostle of Jesus, and
wirites for the Jews. He sees Jesus from the
Jewish viewpoint, as the King and
Messiah.

Mark was the secretary for the apostle
Peter and is addressing the Romans in
particular.

Luke was a Greek, who wrote particularly
for people of non-Jewish thinking and
background.

John was an apostle of Jesus. This book
was written last and emphasizes the
personality and message of Jesus.

The Acts of the Apostles (written by Luke)
records the ascension of Jesus into heaven,
the coming of the Holy Spirit, the spreading
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of the Gospel all of over the Mediterranean
world and ends just before the persecution
of Christians in Rome by Nero.

2. 2. The Teaching Letters (epistles)
were written in accordance with the words
of Jesus:

“Thave much more to say to you, more than you can
now bear. But when He, the Spirit of Truth, comes, He
will guide you into all truth .

(John 16:12-13).

"But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in My name, will teach you all things and will
remind you of everything I have said to you"

(John 14:26).

These letters of guidance, teaching and prophecy were
also written under inspiration of the Holy Spirit. They
elaborate on the Gospel and cover in addition a wide
range of subjects, given for instruction and
encouragement. The authors were John, Peter, James,
Jude and Paul. Pauls letters receive their names from
the individual of church to whom they were first
addressed. The Teaching L etters are:

Romans

1 and 2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Colossians

1 and 2 Thessalonians
1 and 2 Timothy
Titus

Philemon
Hebrews

James

1 and 2 Peter

1,2 and 3 John
Jude

3. The Prophetical Book

In the book Revelation the apostle John (writer of the
Gospel named after him) records prophetical visions
about the history of the world and of the church right up
to the last Judgement, showing how God's eternal
purpose will be fulfilled.

Test Yourself No 1
Answer the following questions for yourself, and then

compare your answers to the answers given on page
76. (You do not have to send these answers to

‘G‘“‘“’L‘ u‘i\ °\lm).\.u Lsﬂ\ u.\a.d\ «u.ms]\JCJ;)]\ Lai "
"}SX‘LELAJSJ?S‘)SL} cgsmdsr';s.‘nlaji.lu
(26 :14 Uas)

G 65 g pulay Aam 55 (e L Law Sl 030
Jani¥l gl o J5U a5 Gl 7 50 Gledl ans
gl sall (e dal 5 Ao pana ) ABLRYL (el
S 3By alaill 5 gl ) Caagh A (5 Y
u&l‘y" 6‘..))@_1 “_\_9&..:_1 ‘u-ﬂ‘)h ‘\A&y dJLA.H‘)X‘ b.AA
n_\GA_j&J\ u.u\_\ﬂ\ ;LA.H:‘ u.d_,;d;\...u)t.\la;ﬁ_,

ey
o558 251
e

il

PP
sSasllad 241
ol gasi 21
e

Osasld

Gl all

QA any

Gk 251
Bagn351e2
13 5e0

gl i) 3

Jaad¥) ilS) Ui 5 J s 1) s L ) jds 4
MJASS‘JA\JJ\C_!)\JJPM}MLSJ‘)(W&LTAM”
&\Muiuﬁmco)ay‘ﬂ}uﬂ\w)é\

G A5

1 ?5) g;-'\:\ Jladl

;.,\_.sn Al w»}ﬂ” ‘—'l-ﬂe‘?!le

ity I Gl )l Glandll Laa L]
Lol LS Lagl)

QU A B g gall e e a2
$ udiall

DY A 1 A,V ALEY) A L 3
‘ o Seill gl
D L Ay Y1 LY 8 L 4
Caaall agall



www. Nur ul - Haque. or g

Biblecor.)

1..In which two main parts are the Bible
divided?

2. How many books are found in the
Bible?

3. What are the four main groups of Old
Testament books?

4. What are the three main groups of New
Testament books?



